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the declared enemy of secret intrigues and covert devices, which he regarded as the basest means to any end.
"Nor did the writer know Swedenborg the Assessor; the only weak point in this thoroughly honest man was his belief in apparitions and spirits; but I knew him for a long time, and I can positively state that he was as well assured that he certainly did talk and mingle with spirits as I am at this moment of writing these lines. As a citizen and as a friend, he was a man of absolute integrity, with a horror of imposture, and he led an exemplary life.
" Hence the account given of the incident by the Chevalier de Beylon is without foundation; and the visit said to have
been paid to Swedenborg, at night, by Counts H------ and
T------is a pure invention.
" The writer of the letter may rest assured that I am anything rather than a follower of Swedenborg; nothing but the love of truth has moved me to relate with accuracy a fact that has often been told with details that are incorrect ; and I affirm what I have here written to be the truth, and sign it with my name.5'
" The proofs of his mission given by Swedenborg to the families of Prussia and Sweden no doubt formed a basis for the belief he inspired in several personages of the two Courts," the pastor went on, replacing the newspaper in his drawer. " At the same time, I cannot tell you all the facts of his material and visible life; his habits precluded their being exactly known. He lived in strict retirement, never trying to grow rich or to rise to fame. He was even remarkable for a sort of repugnance to proselytizing; he spoke freely to very few persons, and never communicated those gifts but to those who were conspicuous for faith, wisdom, and love. He could read at a glance the frame of mind in which each one approached him, and could make seers of those whom he desired to touch with his inward Word.
" After the year 1745 his disciples never saw him do a single thing from a merely human motive.
" One  man   only,  a   Swedish  priest  naimed  Matth&ius,